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President’s Message 

 

Devotion to Mary is one important part of who we 
are as Catholics. As our mother she is an example 
of a committed “Yes” to the will of God. “I am the 
Lord’s servant, may it be done unto me as you 
have said”. (Luke 1:38) 
Traditionally, May has been celebrated as the 
month of “new life.” It is easy to see this because 
the earth seems to be coming back to life when 
winter is over and the flowers and trees begin to 
sprout their beautiful, lively colours again. Mary is 
also a bearer of new life. She literally brought the 
Life to the world in bearing her Son, Jesus. 
Just as the earth brings forth new life, so does the 
role of a mother, so not only is Mary honoured 
this month, but all mothers. (continued below) 
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What’s New This Month 
In our last issue Life Member 
Joleene provided an article.  
That got me to thinking that 
we should have a LM article for 
each issue.  This month it’s 
Colleen’s turn. 

Live Streaming 
Join our diocesan families as 
you participate in one of many 
live streaming masses, holy 
hours of adoration, Rosaries 
and other prayer-filled events.  
Three that are known at this 
time are: Holy Family, St. 
Agnes and St. Martin of Tours.   

You can view YouTube videos 
anytime.  Plan to celebrate 
mass with Bishop Colli every 
weekend. 

Websites to visit 
www.cwlthunderbay.org  
www.cwl.on.ca 
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(President’s Message Continued) 
How can we honour Mary this month? 
Simple, pray the rosary. In all the hundreds of apparitions of Mary she has constantly 
called us to pray the holy rosary for the salvation of souls. This is an easy, yet powerful 
way to honour her this month. It has been said that each time we pray the rosary, a 
rose is added to the crown of Mary. Recite the Angelus, if possible, at noon on Wednes-
days during the month of May. But most importantly, imitate Mary….her deep humility, 
her faith, and unceasing kindness.  
“We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.” 
May our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless you and your families. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all our mothers! 
Maria 
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Mrs. Ann Beda Turns 99 
In April Ann Beda(charter member of St. Peter 
Council) turned 99.  In these days of isolation, 
there was no big celebration, but that will come!  
Ann is still in her home being assisted by her 
family.  Her favourite pass time is a good game of 
Scrabble.  Ann is pictured here with some of her 
family(taken 5 years ago) 

5 Reasons to Honour Mary in the Month of May 
1.Mary is Jesus’ mother 
2.Mary is the first and most perfect disciple 

3.Mary is our mom 
4.Mary loves you more than you can ever imagine 
5.Mary is advocate, helper, benefactress and      

mediatrix 
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 A message from Diocesan Past President / Historian 
  My sisters in the League: 
  I pray that your Spring of Isolation has been a time of renewal.  It  
 has been particularly difficult to be away from all of you.  But I have also  
 had the time and lack of distractions to allow me to "Be Still and Know that 
 I am Your God". 
  I tend to be busy about many things.   With the self-isolation I was 
able to participate in the Virtual New Evangelization Renewal Day.   The se-
lection of presenters was amazing and covered a wide range of topics.  Each 
presenter spoke for approximately 30 minutes with worksheets and study 

questions.  We were free to choose the topic of choice and number of topics.  Emphasis 
was on quality and not quantity. 
 Missing out on the convention this year was a let down.  But now is the time for 
prayer and discernment for the next year.  In 2021 a new executive will be elected.  In 
the near future, I will be sending packages out to the qualified members to consider 
your position in the upcoming new term.  I would ask that each of you, when you re-
ceive your package, take the time to pray and discern what you can do for the League.   
  Do Not Be Afraid.    
  We are here to help.   
  All of us have questioned our ability to hold a position,  
  but with the support of our sisters we have  all succeeded. 
 This holds true for the individual councils as well.   Each member should think of 
how she will help to build the League.  And with the Catholic Women's League Strategic 
Plan, exciting things will be happening and we need your input.  So - Be Strong!    
Be Brave! And consider how you can be there for your council. 
 Maybe this would be an excellent time to make sure that you have recorded the 
past year and archived the necessary documents for your councils. 
 As weather turns warm and the isolation is lifted, let us all be safe.   
 The border needs to reopen so that I can see all my sisters in the League.   
 I miss you and am excited to be able to get back to "normal", as I am sure you 
all are.  Blessings and prays for each of you.  Please pray for me as well.  
Mary Wilson 

Outreach During Covid 19 
Many councils have been reaching out to members during this time of 
isolation.  This one message from Dryden Council sums up what many are 
doing across the diocese. Keep up the good work! 

“We have initiated a phone list and our executive plus a couple of other CWL 
members are calling our senior parishioners and just talking to them letting 
them know that they are not alone, if they need anything and telling them 
about Father Al's Liturgy of the Word on YouTube and how to access it.  Our 
calls have been received warmly and so appreciative.  Not only does it help 
us to connect during social distancing, it strengthens our faith in Jesus's 
plan for all of us”. 
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MEMORIES OF JUNE MEADY -  1932 - 2020 

Prepared by Communications Chair Jane Slobodnik 
June converted to Catholicism in 1952 and joined St. Peter’s Parish.  During her 
earliest years she chaired the Ladies Group.  She was instrumental in getting a 
CWL council for our parish. 

1989 - Our charter president 

Charter membership - 132 

June willingly took on positions on the 
Thunder Bay diocesan executive 

1999 - 2001 - Thunder Bay Diocesan 
President 
June proudly received her Life Member-
ship in 2005.   

She served as the Diocesan Life Member Liaison until her passing.  She took her 
responsibility very serious, making sure LM were kept current with happenings 
across the province. 
Below are a few highlight of what she has done in our parish…. 

Keeper of Our History 
June kept our photo albums up to date. 
She was the keeper of the parish Book of Life. 
These are shared regularly and especially for our an-
nual memorial mass in November. 
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Spiritual Development Chairperson 

June led us in prayer to start each meeting. 

Seen here thanking Msgr Stilla at our 
Lenten Retreat in 2020 

We’ve kept the best for the last 

June with her Viking 
Headdress giving a re-
port at a diocesan league 
development day…. 

Rest in peace lovely lady! 

   5



Thunder Bay Diocesan CWL  May 2020

Power of the Ordinary 

 Satan remains hard at work during this time when we are on lock down.  Satan is 
influencing powerful men and women to tear down unity and to build up division over 
many aspects of our every day reality.  Immigrants should be turned back, not our 
problem.  Those being killed by Corona Virus would have died anyway, restart the econ-
omy.  I deserve access to the cottage I pay taxes on; it’s my property. If people would 
just work harder they wouldn’t need welfare.  I worked hard for what I have and so 
should everyone else. 
  
 Do these sound familiar?  A lot of what we hear and see now is through social 
media.  Do you stop to check the source of what you see or hear before you share and/
or comment?  Someone brought this to my attention recently and it has opened my 
eyes to the ‘games played’ through social media.  Next time you start reading or listen-
ing, and your heart races, and your anger or passion sparks, stop and take a few min-
utes to ponder in your heart the message you are reading or hearing and consider the 
source.  Are you playing into Satan’s hands with the little action of share or comment? 
  
 It is easy at a time like this to be discouraged and to throw up our hands saying, 
'we are not able to influence these powerful political men and women.’ However, Pope 
Francis is constantly reminding us real change happens through ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things.  Most recently, Pope Francis has asked us to pray together to Mary 
during her month of May.  One of the prayers he wrote calls on our ‘Beloved Mother’ to 
help us to realize 'we are all members of one great family” and that together we can 
‘help to alleviate … countless situations of poverty and need.’  As you remain at home 
for the common good, think about small gestures you can make that may make the 
world of difference to someone in a situation of poverty and need.  May Our Lady of 
Good Counsel continue to touch our hearts and stir us to action. 

Submitted by Colleen Martin, LM 
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A Special Mother’s Day 
A Mother's Day Dinner was delivered to 100 parishioners of St. Mary's Parish, Fort 
Frances.  This generous & kind gesture was initiated by CWL member, Barb Godbout 

and her husband, Vince, who is a KC member.   
At Easter when Barb & Vince couldn't cook for or 
gather with their own family, with the assistance 
of a few volunteers, they decided to prepare 50 
meals for St. Mary's parishioners who would be 
spending  

Easter alone."Masked persons" delivered the deli-
cious meals accompanied with, sweets, prayer 
cards and best wishes.   

God bless all who came together bringing joy to 
many in the midst of Covid 19.  (Submitted by Josie Schill, St. Mary Council) 
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Birthday Parade 

Mary Guerts (St. Patrick Cathedral) had a 
special treat on her 87th birthday…who 
doesn’t like a parade!  Arranged by the 
family, about a dozen beautifully 
decorated family and CWLers’ vehicles 
paraded past Mary on her special day. 
Happy Birthday Mary! 

Easter Vigil During Covid 19 

Parishioners at Holy Angels and St 
Martin of Tours were with Father Terry 
as he celebrated alone in the church on 
Easter Vigil.  Each candle represents a 
prayer request from parishioners.  Visit 
the St. Martin of Tours website to view 
Father Terry singing the Exsultet alone 
in the church.  This proclamation is 
sung at the beginning of the Easter 
Vigil in front of the Easter Candle prior 
of the Liturgy of the Word.   

 

Note of Thanks 
Thanks to the members who partici-
pated in the production of our Mother’s 
Day virtual prayer service.  We devel-
oped the service using a number of 
published services.  Be sure to check it 
out if you haven’t as yet. Special 
thanks to Daniela C. who put our short 
videos together to make the beautiful 
prayer service.
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Master and Lord 
A Message from Father Mike Mahoney 
Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 

Recent headlines remind me of a phrase I had not heard in a long time. “Fear 
stalks the world economies”.   “Fear stalks the empty streets of France”. “Fear 
stalks the world of long term care”… 

Fear stalks the world  was a compelling lyric from the 1997 World Youth Day 
theme song.  “Maitre et Seigneur”   
‘Master and Lord, fear stalks the world; come and be our hope, O Lord’ 

At the World Youth Day in Paris (JMJ) the theme was based on the encounter of 
the  two young disciples (one of whom was Andrew) who started following Jesus. 

 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. 
It was about four in the afternoon. (Jn1:38,39)  

I had thought to say something about the experience of silence these days, but 
perhaps it is better to reflect on our ‘encounter’ with Jesus, His invitation to 
spend time with him. Silence may become an experience of prayer in a very long 
day for those who are alone. 

Along with the daily Rosary in May and special prayers recommended by Pope 
Francis for the end of the pandemic, we might think of our solitude as time in 
the presence of God,  as being with Jesus who is our hope, whose presence is 
our peace. 

Master and Lord, you are our Hope, O Lord.
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The Last Word…. 
Our next issue of the Diocesan Dialogue is scheduled for mid 
June.  It is up to you to make it a success.  Please send articles, 
photos, up and coming events to Jane (Communications  Chair).  
I’m hoping a few more chairpersons will send things to share to 
keep members current.  Have a good rest of the month.
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