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President’s Message 

  While the hustle and bustle of Christmas ends for 
many people on December 26, throughout Christian his-
tory Christmas lasts for twelve days, all the way until 
January 6.  
  The celebration of the visitation of the Magi, 
whom the Bible describes as learned wise men from the 
East, has developed its own distinct traditions through-
out the Roman Church.  
  This feast marking the end of Christmas is called 
“Epiphany.” In Italy, La Befana brings sweets and 
presents to children not on Christmas, but on Epiphany. 
Children in many parts of Latin America, the Philippines, 
Portugal, and Spain also receive their presents on 
“Three Kings Day.”  
  Meanwhile, in Ireland, Catholics celebrate 
“Women's Christmas” – where women rest from house-
work and cleaning and celebrate together with a special 
meal. Epiphany in Poland is marked by taking chalk – 
along with gold, incense and amber – to be blessed at 
Mass. Back at home, families will inscribe the first part 
of the year, followed by the letters, “K+M+B+” and then 
the last numbers of the year on top of every door in the 
house. These letters stand for the names traditionally 
given to the wise men – Casper, Melchior and Balthazar.  
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In this issue read about two 
Zoom gatherings:  
A retreat day on January 30 
A time to gather to share 
thoughts on the instructed 
vote on February 10.  A 
wonderful way to gather with 
our sisters in the League. 

Web Wednesday is real! 
So….grab your morning 
coffee and start surfing. 

Websites to visit 
www.cwlthunderbay.org  
www.cwl.on.ca 
www.cwl.ca  

Plan to submit an article for 
our February newsletter.  
Members are anxious to hear 
from you!

http://www.cwlthunderbay.org
http://www.cwl.on.ca
http://www.cwl.ca
http://www.cwlthunderbay.org
http://www.cwl.on.ca
http://www.cwl.ca
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 These celebrations, point to the family-centred nature of the feast day and of its 
original celebration with the Holy Family.  
 January 1 the feast day of Mary, Mother of God is celebrated. It is through the 
virginal Motherhood of Mary, that the word was made flesh. In adoring the Son of God 
made man in the child of Bethlehem, we recognize that Mary is the mother of God. May 
we wholeheartedly obey her words of counsel, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
The Year Ahead 
May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making our path easy, 
But by making us sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from us, 
But by taking fear from our heart; 
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows; 
Not by making our life always pleasant, 
But by showing us when people and their causes need us most, 
and by making us anxious to be there to help. 
God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead- Author Unknown 

Blessings, Maria 
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Bringing brightness at Christmas 

A member of St. Patrick’s Cathedral had an idea… 

“At no expense to the CWL, she thought it might be nice if we sent a Christmas 
Card to some of our members and some members who had moved from the com-
munity” … She indicated: “It is a tough time for many with needing to be isolated.  
It may not be much, but it might brighten someone’s day.   
  

• Many of us have leftover Christmas Cards from previous years that can be 
used… 

• We can accept donations of leftover cards 😊…. so, it won’t be a big expense 
to anyone. 

• She already had another member who was willing to help.” 

How easy it was to help our member bring this idea to life. We connected her with 
our council’s “card angel” …Our “card angel” sends out cards to members who are 
not well, who are celebrating a very special birthday, a special occasion, a thinking 
of you, and cards for special events.  Together they came up with a list and went 
about sending out messages of joy and happiness…providing brightness to several…
what a priceless gift! 

Submitted on behalf of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
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January Reflection 
By Father Mike Mahoney 

Diocesan Spiritual Advisor 

  “Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for build-
ing up,[a]  
as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear.”  Ephesians 
4:29 

“Hope comes from God, despair  does not.  L isten to the voices that  en-
courage you. Any voice saying “ i t ’s  hopeless” is  not  coming from God. 
Fo l low the voice of  hope.  Ignore the voice of  despair.”  
 Fr.  James Mart in S.J .  

 As we enter the Ontar io State of  Emergency unt i l  Feb.10 th,  the 
anxiety and iso lat ion of  those most af fected by the pandemic is  ever 
greater.  Imagine being d isabled.   
 Added to the pressures of  the past  10 months of  pandemic l i fe ,  
there is  a lso the Canadian Bi l l  C-7 which seeks to of fer  euthanasia to 
the d isabled without “death being reasonably foreseeable”.   
 Euthanasia: of fered to the d isabled,  just  because.  There are many 
voices that  are not encouraging today and we need to speak out.  
 Remember Bishop Ful ton Sheen? LIFE IS WORTH LIVING was the 
message of  h is  wi ld ly popular  TV show which ran for  6 years.  I t  was a 
great example of  ‘g iv ing grace to those who hear ’,  of  encouragement in 
the midst  of  l i fe ’s  t r ia ls  and d i f f icu l t ies.  
 Fr.  A l f red Delp,  a Jesui t  pr iest  and v ict im of  the Naz i  regime in 
Ber l in,  wrote in an Advent ref lect ion:  
“There is  perhaps noth ing we modern people need more than to be 
genuinely shaken up.  Where l i fe  is  f i rm we need to sense i ts  f i rmness; 
and where i t  is  unstable and uncerta in and has no bas is ,  we need to 
know th is ,  too,  and endure i t .… Many of  the th ings that  are happening 
today would never have happened i f  we had been l iv ing in that  long-
ing,  that  d isquiet  of  heart  which comes when we are faced with God, 
and when we look c lear ly at  th ings as they real ly  are.”  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4%253A29&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29285a
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 Hopefu l ly  the Ontar io ‘s tate of  emergency’  ends on Feb.  10 th.  
Thankfu l ly,  the Ontar io Government is  a l lowing s ingle households to 
connect  with one other household.  We need to speak up,  to reach out 
to the iso lated and those in need; to speak to our representat ives and 
encourage them to cont inue to object  to B i l l  C-7.  
 Feb 11th marks the 29th Wor ld Day of  Prayer for  the Sick.   Pope 
Franc is  is  urg ing a ‘ t rust  based re lat ionship ’  to guide our care of  the 
s ick.  He says that…“In order to f ight  hypocr isy and se l f- ido latry,  Jesus 
asks us to “stop and l is ten,  to establ ish a d i rect  and personal  re lat ion-
ship with others,  to fee l  empathy and compass ion,  and to let  the ir  suf-
fer ing become our own as we seek to serve them,”.   
 ( f rom Vat i can  news)  ‘He cont inues “s ickness has many faces.  
They are the s ick,  as wel l  as a l l  those who are ignored,  exc luded and 
are a prey to soc ia l  in just ices that  deny their  fundamental  r ights.  
 The current pandemic has exacerbated inequal i t ies in our heal th -
care systems and exposed inef f ic ienc ies in the care of  the s ick,  with 
the e lder ly,  weak and vulnerable people not a lways granted access to 
care,  or  in an equi table manner.  
  The pandemic has a lso h ighl ighted the dedicat ion and generos i ty 
of  heal thcare personnel ,  vo lunteers,  support  staf f,  pr iests,  men and 
women re l ig ious.”  
 The Holy Father pays them homage, saying they are “a s i lent  
mult i tude of  men and women” who “chose not to look the other way 
but to share the suf fer ing of  pat ients,  whom they saw as neighbours 
and members of  our one human fami ly.” ’  
Let  us enter th is  port ion of  the lockdown with empathy and compas-
s ion,  as Good Samari tans who not ice and act  upon the needs of  our 
neighbours.  
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Instructed Vote 
 These are two words that we don’t hear a lot but in these early days of 
January and until our diocesan convention they are words we need to take to heart.  
Basically, an instructed vote is one that members instruct our presidents to take to a 
higher level.  As the grass roots of the League parish council members instruct each 
parish president to take its vote to the diocesan annual meeting and then the diocesan 
president takes that result to the provincial annual meeting and then it will be taken 
finally to the national annual meeting.   
 In other words then, if as a parish council member you are in favour / not in 
favour of a motion, it is you who, along with every other parish member, who will decide 
if a motion passes or does not pass. 
 There are a number of motions that will require your vote.  These are very 
important to the future of the League.  Ask you president for the rational sent by 
national office, study it, pray over it and make the decision that it best for you.  No one 
is bound to say yes just because it has been sent by the national office.  Vote with your 
heart and your head (and your gut).  Please vote!
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St. Mary’s CWL Council - Action during Covid  
 While our Council is certainly missing the opportunities to socialize and to visit, it 
has still managed to keep in touch and to get some work done - at least before shut 
down! 
 Thank you to our communications personnel who keep information flowing and 
prayers requested through the monthly prayer calendar, items in the bulletin and by 
emailing and texting.   
 Thanks to some very motivated conveners, our council has been able to do fund 
raising that will enable us to make our usual donations to community organizations and 
provide us with the funds to carry on in the coming year. Three raffles have been held 
and, thanks to our pastor, Fr. Gino, we have been able to have a running white elephant 
sale in the church lobby. Women love to poke around looking for a find and end up con-
tributing items back to the sale. One never knows what new goodies might show up!  
 Our council has been able to meet for CWL masses and rosaries services and has 
been promoting attendance at weekday masses. This gives our members the opportuni-
ty to stay in the church after mass for short meetings to keep them informed, make 
plans and to approve motions needed for donations and gift giving. Again, thank you 
our supportive pastor, Fr. Gino.  
 So the work is getting done and, although we are not able to socialize as we once 
did, we are still very much aware of a sense of togetherness as League sisters when we 
gather in prayer. 
 “Father, thank you for the gift of our League sisters. Grant that we may love and 
support one another and be faithful to your teachings as we serve your people. This we 
pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
“...Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people 

and your God my God.” -Ruth 1:16  
Submitted By Diane Revus, St. Mary Fort Frances  
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Christmas Carolling 

With COVID Restrictions, the Schreiber Christmas Carolling was sadly cancelled 
this year. We thought we'd put a spotlight on the good this initiative has done in 
the past.  

Almost everyone has a favourite Christmas Carol. But for the Christmas Carollers 
in Schreiber, it doesn't matter which song gets sung, as long as the carol 
spreads some Christmas cheer. 

View the Shaw Spotlight on Christmas video featuring Holy Angels CWL by click-
ing on  
https://www.facebook.com/1410696799063258/posts/
2179093248890272/

https://www.facebook.com/1410696799063258/posts/2179093248890272/
https://www.facebook.com/1410696799063258/posts/2179093248890272/
https://www.facebook.com/1410696799063258/posts/2179093248890272/
https://www.facebook.com/1410696799063258/posts/2179093248890272/
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Our Lady of Good Counsel  

Over the centuries, devotions to Our Lady of 
the Good Counsel grew among saints and 
Popes, to the extent that a reference to it 
was added to the Litany of Loretto and the 
devotion spread throughout the world. Our 
Mother of Good Counsel has been called the 
Madonna of the Popes.  

On April 26, 1467, at which time the picture 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel was unveiled, 
the people stood in wonder before its beau-
ty!  

Historical records indicate Mary, under the 
title Our Lady of Good Counsel, had been 
chosen as the patroness of World Union of 
Catholic Women’s Organizations. Subse-
quently, at the annual national convention in 
1923 in Halifax, a resolution was passed to 
adopt Our Lady of Good Counsel as the 
League’s patroness.  

Mary became the Mother of God. His gifts of 
Wisdom, Understanding, and Counsel belong 
to her. How fitting to have Mary under this 
title as the patroness of the League to coun-
sel and guide us in our pursuit of faith, ser-
vice and social justice.  

And, in our hour of need, to all she gives 
what is most needed to help us in this vale 
of tears; she gives us her Good Counsel.  

Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us. 

Submitted by Diane, Fort Frances

A Christmas Prayer for Action  

The Work of Christmas  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their 
flocks, the work of Christmas begins:  

to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, to make 
music in the heart.  

    Many hands  

    make action 

    a joy! 

The poem “The Work of Christmas” is from 
Howard Thurman’s The Mood of Christmas and 
Other Celebrations and is used by permission of 
Friends United Press. 

Submitted by Diane, Fort Frances  
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Long Term Service Pins Awarded 
St. Mary's CWL Council in Fort Frances found new ways to give out 2020 long term ser-
vice pins to their members which is normally done at a gathering. With the assistance of 
Executive members, long term service pins were presented:  
25 year pins - Patricia DeGagne, Kathy Loney 
40 year pin - Josephine Belluz 
50 year pins - Lucille Botsford, Gertie Bujold, Rene Dumney 
60 year pins - Eloise Camirand, Betty Mueller, Mavis Dyck 

Pictured below are a few recipients 

Josephine Belluz               Mavis Dyck.                           Renee Dumney 
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Zoom Gathering to chat about the Instructed Vote 
We are planning a time for members to gather for a Zoom meeting on to 
chat with fellow members about the motions put forth by national council 
prior to voting.  So mark your calendars 

Date:  February 10, 2021 
Time:  12:30 pm or 7:00 pm 
Host:   Colleen Martin 
Facilitator: Joleene Kemp 

This is a time for you to gather with each other to share thoughts. 

To prepare for the gathering contact your parish president to receive the 
motions and suggested rational as sent by national office. 

We will email presidents prior to the event giving login in details. 
Hope to see you via Zoom. 
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January Retreat 
St. Joseph – A beloved, tender, obedient, accepting father
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With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With 
a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis recalls the 
150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint 
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church.  

To mark the occasion, the Holy Father has 
proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from 
December 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021. 

Your Diocesan Council is launching this special 
year with a retreat January 30, 2021 to 
begin at 10am with a short session to orient 
those participants who have not used Zoom 
previously. 

The retreat entitled “St. Joseph – A beloved, tender, obedient, 
accepting father” will begin with opening remarks by the Diocesan 
Spiritual Development Chair at 10:15 am followed by a reflection from our 
Spiritual Advisor, Father Michael Mahoney. 

The remainder of the day will involve personal reflection and small group 
discussions as well as another visual presentation immediately following 
the lunch break at noon.  

The day will end at 2 pm but participants will be invited to stay for virtual 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for as long as they wish. 

If you are interested in attending, please email Colleen Martin at 
cbmartin@tbaytel.net to register by January 28, 2021.  She can offer one 
on one virtual assistance to download zoom in preparation for the event. 

Thunder Bay Diocesan Convention 
Hosted by Our Lady of Loretto / St. Mark’s Parish 

May 01, 2021 

Watch for the February Newsletter for more details.

mailto:cbmartin@tbaytel.net
mailto:cbmartin@tbaytel.net
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