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President’s 
Message 
With heartfelt sympathy  

The Thunder Bay Diocesan 
Council of the Catholic Women’s 
League extends our deepest 
sympathy to indigenous families 

on the heartbreaking discovery of the bodies of 215 
children buried on the site of the former Kamloops 
Residential School. 

Heavenly Father, help us to stop, to sit in silence, and 
to remember the names we do not know. May their 
spirits have peace, and their bodies be brought home 
to their lands. 

There is light at the end of the tunnel as Covid-19 
restrictions are slowly easing and the numbers of 
cases throughout the province are decreasing. If this 
permits some of your Councils to gather, please 
consider completing the Instructed Vote and send in 
the forms with the results as soon as you are able. 

The Provincial Annual Meeting of Members will be held 
virtually, on Monday, July 12, 2021. Please keep the 
Provincial Council in your prayers for a successful 
meeting. 

While we enjoy the many activities this summer has to 
offer, let us not forget to reach out to the lonely and 
shut-in members in our community, who would 
welcome a visit or a phone call. Blessings to all, Maria 
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Thanks to all who 
submitted articles for this 
month’s newsletter. 

Have a wonderful 
summer.  Our next full 
issue will be in 
September. 

Continue to browse 
websites for updates and 
current events. 

Websites to visit 
www.cwlthunderbay.org 
www.cwl.on.ca  
www.cwl.ca 

DIOCESAN DIALOGUE 
June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
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St. Patrick!s Cathedral June Sharing 

Linda Bukovy a member of our council shared with 
Msgr. Pat something she had discovered on her 
walking about. She pointed out that several national 
monuments located in our International Friendship 
Gardens on Victoria Avenue display Christian symbols.  

She shared photos of these symbols with Msgr and 
asked if he might like to use them in his weekly 
columns.  It would be interesting to have their 
significance shared. Parishioners might use this 
information and enjoy some fresh air and do a walk 
about there.   

Msgr. Has begun his explanations in the May 30th 
bulletin providing a brief commentary of the 
symbolism in the monument of Lithuania.  He is 
continuing each Sunday.  If you would like to know 
more please go to the parish web site and click on 
"bulletins” (start with May 30th and then follow along 
with each subsequent Sunday.  

www.stpatrickscathedral.ca   

Submitted by St. Patrick!s Cathedral 

.  
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St. Joseph Retreat 

Obedient and Heart 
of the Family 

Deacon Derek West and his 
wife Linda, Diocesan 
Minster of Service, will 
facilitate this retreat on 
June 26, 2021. 

We begin at 10 am EDST/9 
am CDST with a break at 
12 :30/11 :30 for a half 
hour lunch. 

You can join us for the 
morning or for the 
afternoon or better yet 
come for the whole day 
and bring a lunch to share 
with your sisters on zoom. 

Please invite other women 
you know to join us.  
Derek and Linda have put 
a lot of thought and effort 
into the day’s agenda and 
you will enjoy it I am sure. 

https://zoom.us/j/
91652867916?

http://www.stpatrickscathedral.ca
https://zoom.us/j/91652867916?pwd=aWFSZ2NqQld1RURpU2dpLzdxYXpOdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91652867916?pwd=aWFSZ2NqQld1RURpU2dpLzdxYXpOdz09
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RECONCILIATION IN CANADA – what does it mean? 

Reconciliation in present day Canada often refers to what is needed to heal the 
relationship between Indigenous peoples and the rest of Canada; new comers, settlers, 
and settlers children. Reconciliation by Merriam-Webster definition means the act of 
reconciling or the state of being reconciled. If we delve deeper, the act of reconciling 
means to retore friendship or harmony; and yet deeper, harmony is internal calm, 
tranquility, and an interweaving of different accounts into a single narrative. 

Relationships are complicated at the best of times but ours is tainted with a past where 
the government made First Nation peoples objects to be controlled under federal law; 
The Indian Act. It assigned legislative jurisdiction to Parliament over "Indians, and Lands 
reserved for the Indians.” 

The Indian Act, 1867 gave the government the rights to:  
I. Restrict the movement of Indians to reserve lands 
II. Made it illegal for status Indians to own property 
III. Make illegal the practice of their customs and culture such as potlatch (a 

ceremony for significant occasions and used to distribute wealth .. they wanted 
Indians to no longer practice redistribution and move to private property 
ownership) 

IV. Determine what Indian could leave the reserve land and for what period of time 
so as to provide them with a ‘note’ of clearance 

V. Tear children away from the arms of their parents to attend residential schools 
where the language and cultural practices could be beaten out of the children 

VI. Remove a woman’s Indian status if she married a non-Indian and give Indian 
status to a non-Indian woman who married a status Indian; she would also lose 
treaty benefits, health benefits, the right to live on her reserve, the right to 
inherit property, and even the right to be buried on the reserve with her 
ancestors 

VII. Enfranchise and take away the status of any Indian woman who was widowed or 
abandoned by her husband 

VIII.Arrest any status Indian gathering to protect their rights or to act against the 
government 

IX. Not allow Indians into pool halls or to gamble 

For our narratives to intertwine, to reconcile, each must know the other!s story.  The 
Indian narrative is a lived experience; however, for many Canadians the narrative is 
what they learned in elementary school about the savages the explorers found when 
landing in Canada. Before we can ever reconcile, Canadians need to educate 
themselves.  In this article, I give you a glimpse into The Indian Act, 1867 and I 
challenge you to learn more about it,  amendments since and how it impacts the lives of 
Indians in Canada today.  I will be back throughout the summer months with more 
articles to explore the history of Canadian and Indian relationship in Canada. (Posted as 
special editions to Diocesan Dialogue) 

Submitted by Colleen Martin, Life Member 
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Believe in Yourself 

There may be days when you get 
up in the morning and things 

aren't the way you had hoped they 
would be. That's when you have to 

tell yourself that things will get 
better. 

There are times when people 
disappoint you and let you down. 
But those are the times when you 
must remind yourself to trust your 

own judgments and opinions, to 
keep your life focused on believing 

in yourself. 

There will be challenges to face 
and changes to make in your life, 
and it is up to you to accept them. 
Constantly keep yourself headed 
in the right direction for you. It 
may not be easy at times, but in 
those times of struggle you will 

find a stronger sense of who you 
are. 

So, when the days come that are 
filled with frustration and 

unexpected responsibilities, 
remember to believe in yourself 
and all you want your life to be. 

Because the challenges and 
changes will only help you to find 

the goals that you know are meant 
to come true for you . . . so keep 

believing in yourself 
Anonymous

Blessing the Children 

Reflect – We all want to make a 
difference to the children of the 

world. If you are a senior adult, your 
calling is to be a “good ancestor.” Our 

prayers encircle our children and 
grandchildren in God’s loving light. 

When we pray for the children—even 
those we will never meet—we 

discover that every child is God’s 
beloved child. Every child is treasured 
by God and is worthy of our love and 

care. 

Pray - Holy One, you took the little 
children in your arms and blessed 
them. Let me bless the children 

through daily blessings, loving acts, 
and advocacy for their nurture and 
protection. Let all children and their 

parents be kin to me. 
Amen. 

Act - Let my prayers for the children 
guide me to discover a way I can 

nurture the children in my immediate 
family, and advocate for at-risk 

children in our schools and among 
immigrant families. Let me seek well-
being for children in our nation and 

across the world. 
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The Perpetual Candle at Corpus Christi Church, 
Thunder Bay 

Years back the craft group and the prayer group from Corpus 
Christi CWL council would get together in the spring for a pre 
summer getaway.  The ladies would pile into one or more 
vehicles and drive down to Grand Marais, a small community in 
Minnesota just an hour over the border. 

Their first stop was to visit the Catholic church up on the hill as 
one enters the town. There they would pray and meditate in 
silence for a short while. 

On one trip, as they were 
leaving the church, one of the ladies, Margaret Maki, 
noticed a plaque beside which burned a candle.  She 
copied the prayer that was on the plaque and 
brought the idea back to Thunder Bay.  

Upon return, she carefully wrote that prayer with 
some suitable artwork, framed it and with the 
permission of the spiritual advisor, hung it on the 
wall and placed a candlestick holding a candle which 
the CWL has kept burning ever since. 

The prayer is for those who have been abused and 
those who have abused. Many of those ladies have 
passed on but for over twenty years, their legacy 
remains. 

The candle continues to burn and many people have stood and prayed that prayer 
many times. Even a visiting priest has commented on it. 

Corpus Christi CWL Council will continue to burn the perpetual candle and 
encourage people to say the prayer in the hope that its purpose is fulfilled. 

Submitted by Liz Bortolussi 
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St. Pat’s June Sharing - Part two 

With June normally comes celebrating the 
end of the school year.  This past year and 
a half have been a most unbelievable time 
in education.  We applaud the efforts and 
creativity of all in education...teachers and 
support staff for finding new and different 
ways to stimulate learning…parents and 
students for sticking to new protocols and 
adapting to virtual learning…parts 1, 2 and 
3…computer working, computer losing its 
link, documents not going through, 
documents going through, cameras and 
mics working camera and mics not 
working…the joy in children’s eyes when 
they can see their teachers and friends on 
a screen, the lengths parents will go to 
motivate and cheer their children and 
teachers on…the impact of Covid will be 
felt for many years… 

We have been able to continue to support 
students through prayer and at graduation 
provide Awards. There was a rush of 
activity at St. Patrick’s High School on 
Wednesday…teachers lining the fence with 
balloons and posters…creating a most 
fabulous stage, directing eager families to 
be ready to share when it was their 
graduates turn, music, laughter all done 
maintaining all protocols…one poster 
captured the feeling “once a Saint always 
a Saint…we are a family forever!”   

We congratulate this year's recipient of our 
Award Alyxandra Lyght.  We wish her 
blessings upon her drive by 
graduation Wednesday, June 16th from St. 
Patrick's High School and hope she will 
enjoy much success in her future 
endeavours.  

Submitted by St. Patrick Cathedral

Everyone asked a 100-year-old man for his 
health secrets. The old man. Said, “I’ll tell 
you a secret. I’ve been married for 75 
years. Promised my wife when we got 
married that when two people quarrel, the 
loser has to walk for 5 km. I’ve been 
walking 5 km every day for 75 years!   
Everyone asked again: How come your 
wife’s very healthy as well?   The old man 
answered: “she’d been following me to 
make sure I really finish the 5 km.” 

Submitted by Mary Wilson
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Spiritual Advisor’s Reflection by Father Mike Mahoney 
      During the month of the Sacred Heart we have a 

lot of powerful imagery for reflection. This great 
devotion reminds us that the Heart of Jesus which is 
love is the antidote to darkness and sin. 

 In his homily for Corpus Christi, Pope Francis 
compares the requirements of the human heart to ‘a 
large room for a tiny piece of bread’ because  
   “God’s presence is so humble, hidden and often 
unseen that, in order to recognize his presence, we 
need a heart that is ready, alert and welcoming. But if 
our heart, rather than a large room, is more like a 

closet where we wistfully keep things from the past, or an attic where we long ago 
stored our dreams and enthusiasm, or a dreary chamber filled only with us, our 
problems and our disappointments, then it will be impossible to recognize God’s silent 
and unassuming presence. We need a large room. We need to enlarge our hearts. We 
need to break out of our tiny self-enclosed space and enter the large room, the vast 
expanse of wonder and adoration. That is what we really need!” 
 Breaking out of ‘our tiny self enclosed space’ can be imagined in many ways, one 
unique in the painting  ‘Supper at Emmaus’  by Carravagio where the symbol of 
ICHTHUS is presented as a stray piece of straw. In a recent article by Kelly Grovier on 
the BBC, Carravagio’s ‘Supper at Emmaus’ is reviewed as having a “coded symbol 
hidden in a masterpiece”, where the wicker basket brimming over with ripe fruit has a 
stray piece of straw which is in the shape of half the ‘fish’ symbol or ICHTHUS.  Looking 
closer, the second half of the symbol is in shadow behind it. Reading Kelly Groviers 
excellent article presents the coded detail as ‘something active and daring - a spiritual 
challenge’ for the viewer.  
 Ichthus is the fish symbol which from earliest Christianity was like a ‘hidden 
handshake’ between Christians. Grovier explains: 
 “the Ichthys emblem, which dates back to the 2nd Century as a sign of Christian belief, 
was employed as a kind of secret handshake by followers who feared persecution from 
non-believers. To ensure that one was in the company of a fellow adherent of the 
church's precepts, a semi-circular arch was traced on the ground. If that seemingly 
innocuous gesture was joined by a mirroring arch drawn by the stranger, thereby 
forming the crude outline of a fish, the silent ritual of acknowledging the dominion of 
Christ was considered reciprocated.” 
 The straw Ichthus is a small detail on a small portion of Carravagio’s great 
painting  - which depicts the moment of recognition of Christ by Cleopas and Luke, His 
companions at supper. Grovier describes it as ‘a mystical threshold, that millisecond 
before Christ disappears’ from their table.  Grovier also draws attention to the use of 
shadow by Carravagio, the shadow of the innkeeper as Christ’s halo, the shadow of a 
large fish on the table cloth to the right of the fruit basket; and the little straw in the 
shadows which completes the Ichthus. 
 That intimate table at Emmaus suddenly seems a very large room inviting our 
Christian witness in forming Ichthus - breaking out of our ‘self enclosed space’, because 
the Lord uses flawed witnesses to convey his truth: Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour. 
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