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What’s Coming
As you can see there are few
events listed that are up and
coming…
We might not be able to gather
for the next while but think
more of doing things
virtually….there is a lot out
there to do!

May is the month of Mary
Make it special!

Remember Website
Wednesdays!

President’s Message
My dear sisters in the League… When I began writing
this message, I was really optimistic that we could
look forward to our meetings, Lenten retreats, parish
missions, social activities and the Diocesan Convention. Life as we know it, has drastically changed as we
continue to cope with the COVID-19 emergency.
As Catholic Women’s League of Canada members, let
us pray for those who are suffering with this virus,
pray for the medical professionals treating the sick and
our spiritual leaders who are shepherding us through
this crisis. Remember our shut-ins, stay in touch with
our League sisters as many are feeling frightened and
lonely. A simple phone call will do wonders!
As we find new ways to stay connected, let us remember that God watches over us, loves us and will see us
through this crisis and let us go forth praying and supporting each other, showing that we care for one another and all creation.
Take care of yourselves and your faith life and may
Our Lady of Good Counsel continue to bless each and
every one of you!
Keeping you all in prayer………Maria Bertoldo

Websites to visit
www.cwlthunderbay.org
www.cwl.on.ca
www.cwl.ca
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Annual Valentine Bingo
Corpus Christi council hosted its annual
Valentine Bingo for the PR Cooke residents
at the Heritage. Students from Corpus
Christi School made valentines for the
participants. They were a huge hit. The
council provided loonie & toonie prizes &
finished the evening with homemade
goodies. The players were delighted to
take the leftovers back to their residences.

Good News Opportunities
Dr. Theresa Tam, Chief Public Health Officer of Canada in a letter to the Canadian Multifaith Federation prior to Easter said the following: “I know this is not easy. It is an uncertain and difficult time for many and people in your communities are likely turning to
their faith for support. I ask that you continue to provide leadership and encourage all
of your community members to stay home. I have been encouraged seeing many stories of faith leaders across Canada who have adopted innovative alternative options to
reach their communities, from offering services online to using social media. I hope to
see more of this as we stay the course in our collective efforts to reduce the spread of
COVID-19 at the community level.”
After receiving the letter from Dr. Tam many of my faith brothers and sisters participated in a very productive virtual meeting. It was truly a grace-filled moment to be able to
listen and in some cases watch as the common purpose of faith call all to share best
practises, resources and support for each other…at the end of the meeting it was very
clear that the hand of the Divine One was gently moving all to lead. What a remarkable
moment!
Finding Joy and Peace
I now view myself as belonging to the community of the “shut in”. It took me a while to
come to terms with not being an active participant in a parish community…in reality represented by a building…once I sat and listened to God’s calling I became open to experiencing what so many live with every day…what an Awe-Ha moment… I am so blessed
to live at a time where technology of all kinds provides me with opportunities to worship, study, learn and grow in faith…I pray that when we are able to again gather in a
building we will not stop creating technological opportunities for all who are not able to
physically be “in the building”…I feel much peace in this new community…
submitted by Joleene Kemp
St. Patrick Cathedral Council
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KATHY PELLETIER
THUNDER BAY DIOCESAN COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS/LEGISLATION CHAIR
Our annual reports are done for 2019!
Wilma Vanderzwaag, Ontario Provincial Council Resolutions Chair is very proud of what
has been done and the importance councils have given to our resolutions. She finds it
quite remarkable to see that even though a large amount of councils do not have a resolution chair, members are aware of the resolutions passed and are carrying out the action plans. Wilma highlights the importance of continuing with letter writing to our
elected government representatives at both the provincial and federal level. Letters enable us to add our voice and support to the representatives who have or will be presenting them. A common concern is whether or not members can state they are members of
the League. It is imperative we let government officials know we are members so that
they realize the level of support for the issue.
There are guidelines for letter writing in the Resolutions Supplement that is available on
the national website.
Has your council written any letters?
Has your council brought letters in person to the offices of government officials?
Let's make our voices heard!

Human Trafficking
Members at St. Agnes welcomed Maya
Mounayer a family councillor from Anishinabe Women’s Crises Home and Family
Healing Agency. (pictured with Cheryl Gibb
(L). Human Trafficking is a severe violation
of human rights through the exploitation of
vulnerable people for profit.
Joyce Ilkka filed a very educational report
which has been uploaded to our website.
Take time to read it.

Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel - Sunday, April 26, 2020
A mass will be televised Sunday, April 26 at 11:00 EDT for the
intentions of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada to mark its
100th Anniversary. In these most extra-ordinary days take time
to celebrate virtually with our sisters across Canada by joining in
the viewing of this mass.
Viewing times:
Salt&Light: Sunday, 26th April at 11:00 am and 10:30 am EST
VisionTV: Sunday, 26th April at 8:00 am EST
YesTV Sunday, 26th April at 10:30 am EST
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I AM
I AM thunder, and lightning, and raging
storms.
I AM power beyond all measure.
I AM the warm sun on your face,
A light breeze to cool you,
And the stillness of nature.
I AM gentleness beyond all measure.
I AM the feel of sand beneath your feet,
The thorn on a beautiful rose,
And the softness of a baby’s skin.
Come, feel my presence.
I AM the scent of a forest in spring,
The blossoms on trees,
And a multitude of flowers.
I give you this gift,
To delight your senses.
I AM all things beautiful to look upon.
Look all around you, and see me.
I AM all things good to eat.
Come eat at my banquet.
I AM the sounds of nature.
Come listen to my symphony.
I AM present in everyday miracles.
Open your heart, so I may show you.
I AM present in a newborn baby.
They are made in my image.
I AM present in the weak and vulnerable,
To remind you to be compassionate.
I AM present in all churches.
They are a special place for me to dwell.
I AM present in The Holy Sacrament.
Come visit, for I AM a good listener.
I AM present in the confessional.
My mercy has no boundaries.
I AM present in The Holy Eucharist.
Take and eat, so I may live in you.
I AM the way to everlasting life.
Come to me.
I AM waiting!
by Mary Jane Safronyk
Corpus Christi CWL

Corona Virus make room for Mary!

No time to be idle. Mary Wilson(St. Mary
Fort Frances Council) is keeping busy
crocheting. Her latest project is a Cancer
Blanket made for a friend. The words of
encouragement are good for everyone
during these special days. Can’t wait to
see what she is up to next!

Tid Bits

Pray daily for all those front line workers
doing their utmost to keep us safe
during this pandemic.
✦ Our parishes still need support. Find out
how you can continue to give to the
parish (donate on-line, drop off in the
parish mail box, etc)
✦ Plan a driveway visit with someone who
lives alone - a phone call or email is
lovely, but face to face (2 metres apart)
- priceless!
✦ April 28 is the day we remember all
those who lost their lives while on the
job. Take a moment to pray.
✦

We need your help to make this newsletter
success.
A special note of thanks to those who contributed to this
first volume of our Diocesan Dialogue. Our goal is to
publish 10 times a year. Please submit your latest to
either Jane Slobodnik, Communications Chair, or Pauline
Krupa, editor of the newsletter. Next issue end of May.
Thanks….
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