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What’s New This Month
Newly appointed Life Member
Liz offers her reflection this
month. We have included two
prayers for priests as they continue to shepherd us from afar.
Be sure to read the poem
Coronavirus submitted by Mary
Jane.
Thanks to all who submitted
items for our newsletter
this month.

Web Wednesday is
real!
Websites to visit
www.cwlthunderbay.org
www.cwl.on.ca
www.cwl.ca

President’s
Message

“A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help
a child.” —Knights of Pythagoras

My dear sisters in the League
I trust that you are all safe and coping well with
the circumstances of the day. This pandemic,
which has been plaguing our world for the past 6
or 7 months, has certainly made us realize what
is important in our lives and has taught us a few
things at the same time.
Our world is so connected. We talk about how
technology connects all of us, but we are also
physically connected…look how fast the virus
spread worldwide.
Washing our hands really works! We now know
that soap can obliterate micro organisms including the novel coronavirus. Washing our hands
for 20 seconds has now become part of our being.
1

Thunder Bay Diocesan CWL

June 2020

We are social creatures. Physical distancing has been difficult as a way of life.
We are doing it, but it is not natural or pleasant. Loneliness is being felt more
and more especially by our elderly and shut-ins. As CWL members, we can do
our part. In keeping with our Provincial Theme of “Loneliness”, a simple phone
call can be a welcome distraction by the elderly and house bound. Technology
has been utilized to recite the Rosary, to hold virtual meetings and to have family gatherings. Reach out to everyone we can and lighten their load. Matthew
25:40… ’Truly I say to you, as you did it for one of the least of my brothers, you
did it to me’’.
This is what we have learned so far as a result of the pandemic and hopefully we
will feel a new sense of appreciation when we are able to act normal again. This
month, we also honour our dear fathers…
Wishing them all, a Happy Father’s Day!

Maria

Note from Communications Chair
Beginning this month a note of congratulations will be sent to our diocesan
pastors on the anniversary of their priestly ordination. Over the next few
months we will celebrate
• Father Dan Lapolla (St. Dominic)
• Father Victor De Gagne (Corpus Christi)
• Father Terry Sawchuk (St. Martin of Tours / Holy Angels)
• Father Peter Groulx (retired)
• Msgr Pat Stilla (St. Patrick Cathedral)
• Father Antoni Fujarczuk (St. Andrew)
A special note:
Bishop Colli will celebrate his 45th Anniversary of ordination
on June 21. During the day please say a prayer in thanksgiving for
Bishop Colli dedication to The Catholic Women’s League of Canada.
In July and August we will celebrate
• Father Francisco Blazek (Assumption of the Blessed virgin Mary)
• Father Stephen Chilaka (Sacred Heart Sioux Lookout)
• Father Chinoso Alaribe (St. Patrick, Atikokan)
• Father Jerome Nnanna (St. Anne / St. Kateri)
• Father Thomas Mullamangalam (St. Patrick, Emo / Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Our Lady of the Way)
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Looking Back…. Our Diocesan Executive is Installed.

A Comment

Many of us have been watching the protests around the globe as a result of the
death of George Floyd. This has prompted some peaceful protests in and around
our very own communities, where we know there are people who can share in the
story.
What can we as members do about it? My best reply is for us to continue to pray.
When the pandemic broke, our Holy Father asked us to pray the Rosary everyday
at 3:00 pm. I know there are many who do this each and every day and have
included other prayers.
Lets all of us as a diocesan community take a pledge to pray one Hail Mary each
day for a peaceful resolution to the mayhem.
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St. Patrick Cathedral Windup 2019
Hard to believe it has been a year since our
June Gathering.
The event was somewhat prophetic as the
speaker talked about Our Common Home…
highlighting Monarch Butterflies…
All those at the gathering discovered new and
exciting ways to be good stewards…little did
we know how useful this would be…
So many are staying safe tending gardens big and small…
members have been sharing what they are doing to our
wonderful phone buddies and on line to our email buddies…
God’s gentle touch giving us a time for calm and peace…joy
bringing smiles…
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PRAYER….YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
There are many ways to pray.
In this time of isolation and frustration
Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God” can offer a feeling of peace and joy.
Have you ever gazed up at a star filled night sky?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever stood among a stand of tall white pines?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever smelled the sweet scent of the air after a spring rain?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever heard a gentle breeze whisper through the leaves?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever watched a flock of geese in perfect V formation?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever admired a bird as it constructed its nest?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever watched a Monarch Butterfly emerge from its cocoon?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever seen a honey bee cover itself in pollen?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever marvelled at what an ant can carry?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever seen a flower close up for the night?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever experienced a beautiful sunrise or sunset?
“Be still and know that I am God”.
Have you ever experienced the infinite love of Christ in the Eucharist?
Oh my God, how great Thou art!
There are many ways to pray, but most important is that we do!
I invite you to share some ways “Be still and know that I am God” have come to you by
sending them in to the diocesan dialogue.
Submitted by LM Liz (Corpus Christi Council)

Note from Diocesan Executive
Liz Bortolussi was appointed the Life Member Liaison for our
Diocese. She will do her best to keep LM informed of
happenings around the province and all of Canada. Thank you
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Coronavirus Hairstyles
During the pandemic, I see a number of hairstyles emerging.
Men are sporting the longer hairstyles of the 60’s and 70’s.
Women have the fluffy look of the 80’s and 90’s.
The adventurous ones add a few more layers for an even fluffier look.
The silver hair dye, popular a few years ago, is now a natural colour.
In the early 1900’s, women let their hair grow long, braiding it for easier care.
They did not have the time, the opportunity nor the affordability for a haircut, style and
colour at a salon.
In biblical times, Nazarites were required to let their hair grow, as a sign of service to
God.
What I see, in these emerging hairstyles, is the inner beauty of people.
Without the distraction of outward appearances, inner beauty is more visible.
God places the utmost dignity on our souls.
For it is here, we find the design of God.
He gave us our outer beauty, but within, dwells the Holy Spirit.
We are never meant to be an island.
We are meant to be one, each of us, members of The Body of Christ.
Even with social distancing, we are in the position of unity, experiencing the same pandemic.
Holiness, available to each of us, is our calling, before anything else.
Perhaps a pandemic can be a vessel to bring forth all that God desires us to be.
To be connected to our inner beauty, The Spirit of God, the foundation of our holiness.
To extend our inner beauty outwards, so that others, members of the same body,
May be influenced by our example, and become holy as well.
Mary Jane (Corpus Christi Council)

Did you know? The diocesan newsletter got its name from Kay
Friday, Corpus Christi….she was the winner of the name our newsletter
contest several years ago.
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St Mary Quilt Draw Postponed

St. Mary's has postponed its quilt draw
from May 24 to Oct. 7, 2020 @ 7:30 pm.
Proceeds are going to the Fort Frances
Resource Centre which provides a place
for people to drop in, to eat and to obtain
needed items.
Thank you to those who have already
purchased tickets.
More tickets are available by contacting
Nicole LePine (276-6944) or Micaela
Jensen (274-2273).
Sold books can be dropped off at Micaela's at 561 Church Street or at St.
Mary's Church.
Stay well and keep praying and smiling
Linda (St. Mary Fort Frances Counsel)

Treasurer Dorothy provided a
lovely video to view. It is
posted on the website on our
home page. Take time to view
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Prayers for Priests
Gracious and loving God, we thank your for the gift of our priests.
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments.
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation.
Set their souls on fire with love for your people.
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom.
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel.
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry.
Help them to become instruments of your divine grace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest.
Amen.
(United States Catholic Council of Bishops)

St. Pope John Paul II’s Prayer for Priests to Our Blessed Mother
Mother of Jesus Christ and Mother of priests,
Accept this title which we bestow on you to celebrate your motherhood
and to contemplate with you the priesthood of your Son and of your sons,
O holy Mother of God.
Mother of Christ,
to the Messiah Priest you gave a body of flesh
through the anointing of the Holy Spirit
for the salvation of the poor and the contrite of heart;
guard priests in your heart and in the Church,
O Mother of the Savior.
Mother of Faith,
you accompanied to the Temple the Son of Man,
the fulfillment of the promises given to the fathers;
give to the Father for his glory the priests of your Son,
O Ark of the Covenant.
Mother of the Church,
with the disciples in the Upper Room
you prayed to the Spirit for the new People and their shepherds;
obtain for the Order of Presbyters a fullness of gifts,
O Queen of the Apostles.
Mother of Jesus Christ,
you were with Him at the beginning of His life and of His mission,
you sought the Master among the crowd,
you stood beside Him when he was lifted up from the earth
consumed as the one eternal sacrifice,
and you had John close by you, your son;
accept from the beginning those who have been called,
protect their growth, accompany your sons in their life and in their ministry,
O Mother of Priests.
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Reflection from Father Mike (Diocesan Spiritual Advisor)
Everyone has something to say.
At Pentecost the people from many nations were amazed at understanding the
disciples who had spilled into the street to announce the mighty works of God
among them.
Amazed at their words and meaningfulness as more and more were touched by
the Holy Spirit. Amazed at the harmony and peace of Gods’ presence.
The past weeks have many words playing out daily in the protests on TV that
carry a wide range of emotions, intentions, and desire for change. It was horrific
to see the brutal murder of George Floyd. It was inspiring to witness a spirit of
reconciliation and hope take hold in some marches. Everywhere was a cry of
human hearts for life, peace and justice.
The words on both sides of the line, sometimes of peace and sometimes of
‘force’, make one think - in what direction will change proceed?
June is the month of the Sacred Heart and a call for us to recognize the ‘battle
space’ we all have - within. We can connect with Jesus words “I am meek and
humble of heart” MT 11:29; Last Sunday Pope Francis invited “everyone to look
to that Heart and imitate its most true sentiments.”
Jesus also admonishes “It is from the within, out of a persons heart, that evil
thoughts come…” Mark 7:21-23
I think we can and ought to be searching our attitudes, opinions; biases and beliefs, because we are all part of the change that is taking place, and in some way
helping to give it direction.
Let us continue to ask the Holy Spirit to inspire.
Pope Francis (May 31st) said the one thing that kept the Apostles going after
Pentecost was ‘the desire to give what they had received’.
“by loving humbly, serving freely and joyfully, we will offer to the world the true
image of God” (Pope Francis).
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St. Agnes Tree Planting
To commemorate the Catholic Women's League of Canada 100th
Anniversary and in keeping with our national theme of "Care for our
Common Home", St. Agnes C.W.L. planted a tree in our church
garden. Members of St. Agnes executive planted
a stunning autumn spire red maple . The national
goal is to have 100 trees planted across Canada to
help the environment and to be enjoyed by our
community.
Join us in celebrating our "roots" from the past
century while we look to the future as we
"branch out" into the next century!

Check out the National Website to learn about the
summer speakers series coming in August. This is an
exciting way for us to celebrate our 100th year.
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Diocesan Organization Chair
During this time of crises in the world today, Covid-19, racism, riots,
etc. there is so much uncertainty, anxiety and panic.
As Christians we can draw from the supernatural strength and
promises of God to withstand the flood of pressures swirling around
our world.
We have a hope and an anchor, a source of strength if we remind
ourselves of the truth, believe it, and connect regularly with God to
receive it.
At this time we need to reflect on God’s powerful promises and history of faithfulness to meet our every need and to remember God’s
bigger picture and purpose for our lives.
Remember to turn over your worries and cares of the day into God’s
safekeeping so that we can wake, live, and sleep in God’s peace.
Lots of Love
Judy Imbeault

Praise God for He is Good!
The premier has announced that churches can re
open. Bishop Colli sent word today weekend masses
will be begin June 27/28. Check with your parish for
details.
The Last Word
This is the last issue for the summer months. Hope you have
enjoyed being introduced to the ideal of a diocesan newsletter. Now
that we know churches are able to re-open, we are confident
councils will have lots to share with us in the fall. Keep sending
your information to Jane our communications chairperson. See you
in September.
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